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- She Married a"Sky Spy . ... David Coit

: ,t‘Thc celebrated case of the U-2 pilot,. sance.” This fact tells a good deal;ﬁ ,-over the Eastern world. Powers,
" Francls Gary Powers, shot down about both his taciturhity and his:- when caught, was equipped with a.,l.‘;
.. ’near Sverdlovsk in the Urals, could - conjugal love. ».: poison needle in a silver dollar in‘;

“1: certainly not be closed until we
©| ¢+ 'heard what Powers’ divorced wife
. harl to say. This critical lacuna has

- Barbara's charactcr comes out in
" her memoir style: of her wedding
night, “Lordy, bu how that Ridge

h

st

i/ case he felt like committing suicide, f;‘ SO
(He isn't the type.) When Powers ij [ | -
was released. the CIA hid him out, 5 [..

now been filled by a paperback
i ,called Spy Wife, by Barbara Gay
!" Moore Powers and W. W. Diehl
(. (Pyramid, 60c). ‘

. ireadable though this true confession

Absurd, ignominious and barely.

is, It also gives us some backdoor-

. Runner of minc could make lovel";.;»._';
= after a miscarriage, “Gary was de- -
“‘manding my body. within- four.":
;- days”; of thc Parthenon, “its 48:.
[there are 4G] great columns are .
thrilling to behold,” and other duti-
ful tourist rapturcs. The Russians.

first at the CIA-staffed Ashford .}
Farms near Bellevue, Md., for!

twenty-four days, then whisked him ’ :,.-_ e

with Barbara over the countryside

in convoy, telling them to duck to 4 ¢
the floor when passing through vil- §

lages. At Powers’ divorce, a CIA !

man was inh court to nod permission '}
to Powers to answer questions. )
The CIA’s every action breathes '}

‘information, which we must appre- ' allowed her three hours alone with ;-
‘ciate, about the style of the Central “Powers in his cell. She says that un-
‘Intelligence Agency, and the peoplé. der the pretense of holding hands .
1t hires, not to speak of their fami- :
Mles. From a moderately pretty and’ on each other’s palms, (This aounds‘i‘-ﬂ needs is somebody who
tommonplace Georgia girl we ought . preposterous, hut how could anyone'’;second or third thoughts.
I Beyond this, one may wondet

can think

v be able to rcad the truth, if we ! invent such nonsense?) A moment.;"; 1

“Jearn how to read her. 7 later, she says, she was naked " whether America typically produces N )
7 And so. what sort of girl is Bar-. (“stark,” naturally) and they . esplonage types who are not also e BT O
. lara? She is the product of a ! brought it off threc times in the'. automatic security risks. The col 1 | 1 gty -
1epiesentative. Georgia family. Her ° allotted threc hours, doubtless serib- ! lege wild men, the check bouncers, 4|
_, wathoy, who i8 a matron in the . bling code mcanwhile on each ] the remittance men have not bcen 3
1 Miliedieville mental hospital, has'’' other’s anatommics. Back in the:’ accepted and tamed here, as they @ |- ‘
ii* had four hushands: #1  disap- ' United Statcs. the CIA's main line ', have in England. Actors and public ' |

2% peared, #2 died of a heart attack, - of Interrogation was to determine “» relations men might be suitable for'"
~# 4% an alcoholie, was committed tg . that she was sure the man she had:; some CIA functions, but in America
~ the asylum, #4 also an alcoholic . seen was Powers. it they prefer their careers. Perhaps:|
-« and also committed, was released..- A good deal of Spy Wife is given §-a promising CIA crop is now being
« When the U-2 case broke, it meant,, to repleading hier case at the divorce, i nurtured in the beatniks, after they‘-
o her primarily that her sondn-law-and in a few vears these passages; calm down, or rev up. Perhaps the
was a $30,000-a-year man; she be-..-will bore cven Barbara. They may i CIA should be taken over bodily by ,

» uun spending on that scale, and got.  interest her mother's town of Mill- ;" the high-pressure news magazines, | -

r‘ _vivlent about it. Later, the family ' “edgeville, where the bystanders in--with s

| o

However Barbara, who can type 160 ;: ciety is In no way contradicted here. . I doubt that espionage is a nationaf’
,words a minute, is not stupld and ¥ . At the end Barbara says that her *: talent. : A
i -was out in five weeks. Her problem - secondary aim, after defending her v Of course, Powers was not a spy; '
tiwas not only alcohol; it was, sher: fair name, is to expose “the highly ' he was a mechanic and, so saying,
+sald, that her mother could outdrink - questionablc machinations” of the .. James Donovan was able to nego-

.they scribbled coded CIA messages |« decision but not thought.. What 1(.’~j

- .her. Barbara looks on liquor as high'"

" CIA. In support of this aim, she-

i -cites The Nation several times. The'

|11 style; her mother 1s more Georgian B
. > impression rdoes come through that

t ] -4 about ., '

~Ulenant, apparently had no problems.

.~ uccomplished in archery, skin div-
;- 'ing, tennis, bowling, hunting and

1: . off (with a broken leg) to America...
|5 speleology—a natural athlete. If we
J) { " with the “best houscs”
L
(l

¥

i:can believe Barbara, he -never told

. her — after- he joined, Lockheed, —described by Narbara as hovels, i
{1 frunthig for the CIA—what he was - then with 50-foot house trallers.
¢ doing. Eventually he offered her the. 'The group was forbidden to assol !
3 .cover sldry o
<t
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ehtertaincd orfe another at un.
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“Powers’ capturc. two CIA men ap-;-
' Originally a shy farm boy, he was. gﬂem:d at his wifc's tmll;.;r in Agana.
-, Turkey, at 5 A.M. and bundled her;!

The CIA supplied the U.2 group:.
in Adana, ;i man who, for adequate pay, would:

' weather ‘reconnais- - claté with other Americane, ahd'l.j‘. Aside from

, tlate the exchange of one true spy,
. Rudolph Abel, for three Americans, -
iincluding Powers.. Donovan flew

“had been critical of his perform. -
.ance. . . . Yet in charity, suppose" :

to sail a shaky espionage glider over* *
:hostlle Russia.”. .. Powers was a’

.;.do it, and as he, passed over Minsk,!

~would calmly reach for a salami
. sandwich,” P

kix)

wich was Sp

am, pimieptd.
d

“you wished to recruit an American; - |

_ eclal assignments for True | |-
followed its magic formula by com-. " cluded the latc Flannery O’Connor Y and Playboy. 1 wish I could solve'
= .mitting  Barbara for alcoholism. " whose fictional version of that so-.. the agency’s personnel problem, but * .

e ' .. "the CIA habitually acts with dreamy;. home with Powers on February 10, -
N D Powers, whom Barbara mar-  extravagance and summary haste.:. 1962, and has this to say: “Powers 7| .*
i | vied while he was an Air Force lieu- * On May 6, 1960, five days after!\;was a special type. People at home * .

the fact 'tha!i‘ihé sam’!*f 1




